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ADR is very proud to be associated with Kidney Kar 
Rally through its direct support of our Operations 
Director, Peter Lanyon’s rally team entry, named 
Grimace Too. Peter is a veteran of the Kidney Kar 
Rally, raising tens of thousands of dollars through 
many years of participation. ADR congratulates Peter, 
and his Navigator (and daughter) Deb along with the 
Grimace Too team on their fi ne eff orts at KKR-2014. 
Following is Peter’s account of this year’s rally.

The Kidney Kar Rally is over again for another year 
and, thanks to the support and encouragement 
from Australian Disaster Recovery, Kar 54 
crossed the fi nish line in a very respectable fourth 
place. This year’s rally had the kars starting in 
Gundagai, NSW, and fi nishing in Cootamundra
eight days later.
The fi rst day’s rallying saw us heading for the NSW 
coastal town of Merimbula. It was looking good for 
us as we zero’d the fi rst section on the fi rst day. It 
was a bit wild and hairy for some of the newcomers 
to rallying, some having never driven on a dirt road 
before, resulting in a few excursions into the bush. 
Just a taste of things to come!
The next two overnight stops were in the Victorian 
towns of Sale and Ballarat. More forest tracks, plenty 
of dirt and dust and occasional sandy tracks. The 
eyes of some of the competitors that were wide and 
large on the fi rst day were now returning 
to normal as the “scariness” 
started to turn into 
fun and enjoyment.

Mt. Gambier in South Australia was the next 
overnighter and the location of the rest day. All of the 
teams take advantage of the rest day to service their 
vehicles, fi x any fi xable problems, some of them are 
washed (!!?**?) and others have their bumper bars 
tied up with wire to stop them falling off ! Mt. Gambier 
was also the scene for the “dress-up” night, this year’s 
theme was “Hillbillies”. Lots of no teeth, freckles, 
pigtails and braces – and that was just the bar staff ! It 
was great to see the locals enjoying the party.
Refreshed and revived, we headed off  in the direction 
of St. Arnaud, S.A. Lots of mud today, with very 
narrow tracks, plenty of tall timber and big drop-
off s. We encountered a fellow competitor waving us 
down as we approached. He reported that their kar 
was stuck at the bottom of a hill on the track ahead 
and that it was impassable and that we should turn 
around. Knowing that there was another 40 kars 
behind us, this wasn’t an option.
We inched ahead and around the corner and were 
confronted with a mud hill, that was about 100 
metres down to what we thought was a creek at the 
bottom, but couldn’t quite see it as the incline was so 
steep. Not even half way up the other side was the 
stranded kar, unable to get enough grip to go any 
further. It was at this moment that our kar started to 
slide down the hill, even though the brakes were on 
(aargh!). As we were now committed, we powered on 
down the hill, hit the creek with an almighty splash 
and bump, accelerated up as hard as we could, slippin’ 
and a slidin’, passed the stranded kar without side-
swiping him, wheels going at over 100km/h, kar 
going about 20km/h and just had enough grip to 
make it up the other side. What a ride, plenty to talk 
about at the bar tonight!
Mulwala hosted the next night, then it was on to 
Cootamundra for the fi nish. All in all, a fantastic 

adventure. Plenty of battle scars on some of the 
kars, but they’ll be fi xed and ready for next 

year’s start in Alice Springs.

   In this issue of the Newsletter we review the 2014 Kidney Kar Rally.
    An annual charity fundraising event, raising over $500K for 
      Kidney Health Australia’s valuable Kidney Kids programs.
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All up, the rally again raised over $500,000 for Kidney Health Australia’s Kidney Kids programs 
such as the National Kidney Kids Camps and the Kidney Capers. Fantastic!

If you would like to know more, please check out our Facebook page
https://www.facebook.com/Kar54Grimace or contact Peter at ADR, or to make a donation, 

please go to https://kkr2015.everydayhero.com/au/grimace-too. Thanks.


